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STAR FORTS WERE BUILT TO PATROL THE FRINGES OF THE EARTH 
EMPIRE. THEY PROTECTED THE SPARSELY COLONISED PLANETS FROM 
THE MORBS, WHO WERE ALWAYS WAITING FOR THE RIGHT 
OPPORTUNITY TO ATTACK WITH THEIR TROOPS AND SQUADRONS OF 
STARFIGHTERS THE FORTS COULD CONTAIN A WAR UNTIL HELP ARRIVED. 
OUT IN THE ORIONUS II SECTOR STAF FORT ALPHA MONITOFED ITS 

AREA. 
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STAR FORT ALPHA, DEEP IN HOSTILE SPACE. HAD AN 
ARRANGED RENDEZVOUS WITH HER SISTER FORT, BÈTA 
—AND BÈTA WAS LATE. 


S THERE ANY TRACÉ O F BÈTA ON THE 
■X LONG-RANGE SCANNERS? 
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FOUR SPECIALS LATER THEY SM^ ^D THE FIRST OF THE PLANE^I ^^^^?E 


SEND A STARFIGHTER DOWN TO 
INVESTIGATE AND PUT THE - 
STARFORT ON STANDBY ALERT' 


THERE'S NO SIGN OF LIFE. EVERYTHING'S 
«WRECKED—l'M GOING TO LAND. TZ 
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THEY LANDED 


THEY'RE AU DEAD! THE ENTIRE 
COLONY'S BEEN WIPED OUT! 


A REPORT WAS SENT BACK 


BÈTA SHOULD HAVE STOPPED 
r WHOEVER DID THIS JO THE ' 
. COLONI5T5. 


IT LOOKS AS IF SOMETHING STOPPED 
r HER! GET BACK UP HERE, TROOPER! " 






























AN HOUR LATER THE SCANNERS FOUN^ CONTACT 

C I C AN TTEll V. HAT IT IS. S.R. BU’ 

{ SEEN US AND IT'S HEADING OUR WAY. 


PUT IT ON SCREEN WHEN 
IT COME5 INTO RANGE! 


THEY CONTINUED THEIR SEARCH AND FOUND THAT THE NEXT PLANET HAD SUFFERED THE 
SAME FATE. ■■■HMCllMMw. ‘ - V... 
















IT'S ONE OF BÈTA'S STARFIGHTERS AND IT LOOKS 


ASIFIT’S BEEN IN AFIGHT! 


KEEP IT COVERED UNTIL WE'VE FOUND OUT 
rrn-r what's going oni 




WE HAD A BATTIE WITH THE MORB 
FIEET ... BÈTA'S NOW ON TOP. 
.WE CAPTURED THE MORB'S IATEST 
WEAPON. WE WERE ORDERED TO - 
BRING IT OUT OF THE BATTIE ZONE 
* ... PERMISSION TO COME ON 
BOARD. SIR? WE'VE SUF FEREP SOME 
KMV . DAMAGE. r™®3H 


THE PILOT APPEARED ON SCREEN 


HIS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM'S 
rn . A BIT SHAKY, SIR! 


i IT DOESN'T MATTER—JUST AS l 
LONG AS HE CAN TEIL HIS STORY! 


























'granted takeyourshipto 

THE MAINTENANCE HANGAR. 
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SIR! THAT BÈTA PIlOT IS MAJOR SHARK'S 
TWIN BROTHER!' 


I KNOW! TEIL SHARK TO MEET ME IN 
~T1 THE FERRY DOCK! 
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THANK YOU. 
COMMANDER. 
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A FERRY JETTED OUT TO THE WAITING STARFIGHTER. 
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JUST WHAT IS THE WEAPON 


TYPE OF BOMB! 


YOU'VE BRO’JGHT U$? 
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THE DROID WAS ADJUSTEP AND REACT1VED 

Ja^< ANvOjfSTlONANDlFlT ■ 

KNOWS THE ANSWER. IT'Ll TEIL M 

wmm—m v c . «he»h 


BÈTA MUST HAVE BEEN DESTROYED 
r SO WHAT'S THE REASON FOR THE 
■- 7 ELABORATE TRICK? HïïlTmTl 


WHAT MADE YOU SUSPECT IT WAS A 
^-“7^ DROID, ANYWAY? JWltólTfr 


MY BROTHER AND I DON T GET ON VERY 
ter WEU — HE WAS TOO FRIENDIY. 


























THE DEVICE IS A MINI BLACK HOLE! ONCE IT 
15 RELEASED NOTHING CAN STOP IT. THE 
7 MORE IT SWALLOW5 THE BIGGER AND •« 
STRONGER IT WlLL GET. IT WAS ONE ; 
\ CERTAIN WAY OF GETTING SUCH A i 
f WEAPON BACK TO EARTH. IT WOUID S 
CONSUME YOUR PLANET AND THE MORB 
k WOULD BE UNOUESTIONED RULERS. / 


WHO ARE THE MORBS AND WHAT DO 
THEY WANT? 


THEY HAVE ESTABLISHED A FORWARD MILITARY 
BASE ON A PLANET AS A JUMPING OFF POINT 
> POR THE DESTRUCTION OF EARTH EMPIRE. THE 4 
DESTRUCTION OF THE STARFORTS IS PHASE ONE 
IN THEIR PLAN! IT WAS MY FUNCTION TO EN5URE 
YOUR ANNIHILATION AND THEN TO REPORT BACK 
TO THE MORB COMMANDER. T - -" 













THE DROID FED THE IOCATION OF THE MORB BASE INTO THE STARFORT'S COMPUTERS. 




WE HAVE A PROBLEM, S1R! THE FORT 
WAS TRAVELLING FAST WHEN WE LOST 
OUR ENGINE. WE CAN'T STOP OR STEER 
AND INTWENTY HOURS WE'LLBE IN 4 
SENSOR RANGE OF THE MORBS! WITH 
OUR DEFLECTOR SHIELDS GONE WE'RE 
ALMOST CERTAIN TO LOSE A BATTLE! A 
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THEY'LL HAVE A BATTLE FLEET — IF WE COULD ) 
NEUTRAUSE ONLY A PART OF IT WE'D HAVE A ) 

CHANCE! ) , =-- 

I KNOW HOW TO 
DO IT, SIR! 


> 


a_JMi 






BI 


m\ 


vv/MmatfA 






























THE DROID'S A COPY OF MY TWIM 
BROTHER. THE MORB'S DON'T KNOW 
THAT— I COUID IMPERSONATE 
IT AND RETURN THEIR OWN BOMB! 


IT COUID WORK! 
V/E'LL TRY IT! 


» 








HOURS LATER THEY WERE IN VID-RANGEOF THE MORB PIANET 


THEY'VE SEEN USI THEY'RE 5ENDINC 


INTERCEPTORS 


TIME FORME TO GET 
ff OUT OF 5IGHT! ifi 














IDENTIFY YOURSELVESOR BE 
raar destroyedi 


ANDROID XX4477B5 RETURNING 
> FROMSUCCESSFUL... n 
i COMMUNICATIONS LINK ... ] 
ORDERS. PLEASE ... nrf 


EXCELLENT! LAND AT HEADOUARTERS - 
^^^^^UNDER WILL WISH TO HEAR 













* I CANNOT OBEY. THERE IS A V 
MALFUNCTION IN TH E CONTRQL 





























TEN THOUSAND FEET DOWN THE STARF1GHTER CAME TO A HALT — 




ARE YOU OK, GAND? 


& 


_. ^ 


YEAHi BUT DID YOU HAVE TO CRASH 
SOREALtSTlCAUY? 


t. 
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THE BOMB'S AUTO-TRIGGER IS STILl ) 
>-WORKING. LET'S GET THE SUB-FlY ±=^ 
( OUT — THERE'S NOT MUCH TIME/ 
- 7 LEFT! XW 
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FORWARD MI5SÜË BAY. AND HEADED UPWARDS. 


E SHIPFRO 
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ZOl'S ARRANGED FOR US TO BE PICKED 
UP __ MAKE the rendezvous on your 
OWN IF l’M LATE! T" — 
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I SHARK SWAM THE FINAL FEW FEET WHILE 
GAND WENT INTO HIDING— 


ONE OF THE ANDROID5 HA5 
'SURVIVED THE CRASH, SIR! * 


RECOVER IT ATONCE 








































( NO! HAVE H1M TAKEN TO THE \ 
> LABORATORY FOR PLAS-FLESH l 
REMOVAL AND RETURN TO STORES! 


— THAT SOUNDS UNPLEASANT—I'D 
BETTER CONCENTRATE ON LOCXTING LEO 
-^ ..o. . FAST! . ^ . 













































































































































THE REMAINING TECHNICIAN WAS NO MATCH FOR SHARK 


r YOU ... YOU'RE 1 
NOT AN ANDROID! 























lUBUT' 


THAT FEELS RIGHT! 

HAVE THIS DREAM ON ME! . 


SHARK FOUNO HIMSELF IN A IARGE BUILDING 


r U'S CRAWLING WITH MORBS! I'LL ï 
HAVE TO TAKE THE H'GHROAD PAST 
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BUT IT WAS THE ROBOT THAT HAD BEEN HIT AND 
SHARK WAS IEFT HANGING FROM A CABLE. 


GOT TOCUTTHIS QUICK 
5Z7 OR l'M A GONER! JT 


I HOPE THIS WORKS 
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HEllO. BROTHER! LOOKS AS IF YOU GUYSCOUID 
. DO WITH A BATH AND SHAVE! 


YEAH! THIS IS A ROTTEN RESTCENTRE! U'S ABOUT 
'■ -zS ’ TIME WEMOVEDON! 
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THIS DOZERCRANE COUID BE OUR 

mini mm way out. t- 


THOSE SPACE TORPEDOES WOUID 
—■3 BE EVEN BETTER! 
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BUT THEY CONTAIN NERVE GAS— 
t THE MOR BS FIRED THESE FROM T 
SPACE TO W,PE OUT the 
W } —“7COLONISTSM- 


THAT 5HOULD DO IT! 


» GOOD! NOW LET'S GET « 
THIS DOZERCRANE IN PLACE! 
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AS THE MOR BS SW ARME D OVER THE CRASHED DQZERCKANE. THE FQUR 5 p ACER5 RACED 


THE NERVE GAS IS 
DRIFTING THIS WAV 





























ONEOFTHEMISDEAD.BUTTHEU " Mi U V . tl / 

W OTHERS ARE MOVING TOO i(S m^ - IclJi --- 

mr ERRATICAllY TO BE HIT! «ff WE WILt FOllOW THEM—THEY 

willsoontirei v r-^r 












OUR ONLY CHANCE OF ESCAPE IS TO 
TWW SET FIRE TO THE FOREST! 


THAT'Lt HIDE US FROM THEIR INFRA 
W7 SCAN! 


*2* IT'LL ALSO ROAST US! 'Utfj 
THE WIND'S BLOWING THIS WAY! 




























SHOOT THEM 
' YOU FOOI!' 


AS THEY HIT THE WATER. THElR PICK-UP MOVED 
OUT FROM its hiding place. 











GET SOMEONEONTHE 
7 AFT M1SSILE TUBES! t 





















THEY HAVE A SUBMERSIBLE 
gT BENEATH THE WATER! T 


FORCE IT TO THE 5URFACE 
WITH AHAND-BOMB! T 


rfFORF THE MORBS COULD DROP THEIR BOMB, THE PICK-UP BIASTED F ROM THE WATER— 
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AAIEEM DROP 
7 THE BOMB! , 


MAXIMUM SPEED—WE'VE GOT TO MAKE IT 
r TO OUR RENDEZVOUS POINT WITH ^ 
l ALPHA'S SHIP! THE BLACK HOLE BREAKS ) 
LOOSE VERY SOON! V— 











GAND FLEW INLAND THROUGH AMAZE OF fl 
MOUNTAIN PINNACLES. MIIF, L j / ï |>f|||||| 


THERE’S A SQUADRON OF SKIMMERS 
ON OUR TAIL! I'M GOING DOWN TO 
rrrn —nr7 zerofeeti t rr tt 


é ONE'S HIT A ROCK! GET THOSE ■ 
MISSIIE TUBES WORKING AND SEE IF 
T YOU CAN STOP THE OTHERS, LEO! 1 










IT'5 OPEN WATER—WE'll BE SITTING 
DUCKS’^s 


NOT IF WE SHOOT FIRST! RELEASE ALL THE 
MISSIIES JUST AS THE MORBS LEAVE THE 
teflT SHELTER OF THE MOUNTAINS. TnïïïïÏÏ 










YOU'VE MISSED 
ONEOFTHEM' 


HE'S GOOD! HE SHOT THE 
zT MIS5ILES IN FUGHT! ’ 


THE NEXT 5ECOND A PHASON BOLT RIPPED THEIR COCKPIT APART 


WE'RE STILl ALIVE! 


WE'VE LOST VERTICALTHRUST 
nr WEU HAVE TO DITCH! *0 




















































I THAT'S THE LAST i 
OF OUR PUR5UERS! 


NEXT STOP—OUR RENDEZVOU5 

[T^ZL WITH THE ALPHA TT- 

r \ STARFIGHTER! X’ü 
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TWO HUNDRED MILES FURTHER ON THEY NEARED THE RE NDEZVQUS— _ 

//*>^ ,/wE'RE OUT OF FUElA 
✓ / C >' M PUTTING US DOWN! 

. --^=— 
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I RECKON WE'RE 
CLOSE ENOUGH! 


v? 
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THERE'S A STORM BREWING UP— 
LOOK AT THE HIGH SEAS AND THE 
SKY! 
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IT'S 5UCKING THE PLANET'S 
OCEANS INTO ITSELF. 
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^MAYDAY THAT FIGHTER TO GET IN HERE 
. FAST! IT SHOULD BE NEAR. ZOL SAID HE'D 
COMMIT OUR FIGHTERS TO 8 ATT IE AS THE 
BOMB WENT OFF! 
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THE HUGE, DYING MÓNSTERS 5WARMED INTO THE SHAllOW WATER 


IT'5 NO U5E FIGHTING THEM- 
MAKE A RUN FOR THE SHORE! 

1 ^'. ^ 




THEY IEAPT FROM ONE WRITHING BODY TO THE NEXT 


DON’T SLIP—OR 
YOU'RE A GONER! 









AS THEY CLAMBERED ASHORE. A STARFIGHTER^^PED^O^HE^SKY 


GET ON BOARD QUICK! HERE COME5 

r A SQUAD OF MORBS! WE'RE 
HELPLESSONTHE GROUND! 
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ISUDDENIY THE MORB SKIAAMERS BEGAN TO TWIST AND TUMBLE IN THE SKY 


^ ''IWWHAT'S WRONG 
WITH THEM? r 


THE HOLE'S SUCKING IN THE ATMOSPHERE! 
^—7 GET US OUT OP HERE. PIIOT! 


irS DRAGGING 
US BACKWARDS! 





' 



THE FORCE IS TOOGREAT! 
I CAN'T LIFT OFF! 


AAAXIMUM POWER! SHOVE THAT 
r ENGINE INTO THE RED—OR X 
feUUkl WE'RE DEAD! 


I M GIVING IT PRE-WARP BOOST 
-T IT COULD BLOW US APART! 1 







f/C 


HIGH ABOVE THE PLANET A DEADIY BATTIE WAS 
GOING ON— 1 


YOUVE DONE II! 
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IT MIGHT BE A GOOD IDEA. 
HAVE YOU SEEN THE PLANET? 


I THE STAR FORT'S COMING INTO . 
VIEW NOW—WOULD YOU UKE TO 

join her? ‘■■mi 








































WE'VE RUINED THEIR PLANS,SIR, BUT THEY 
STIIL HAVE THE 5ECRET OF THE BLACK HOLE 
4PT DEVICE. MJi 132 


rr SODOWEIWERAN A SUCCESSFUL \ 
*1 COMPUTER SCAN OF THE DEVICE ï 

r* BEFORE YOU DELIVERED IT HERE! A 
WE CAN NOW MAKE OUR OWN! WE HAVE 
*7 THE ULTIMATE DETERRENT TO AVOID 
SI FURTHER WARS WITH THE MORB5! M 
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GLTDE TO THE SPACEMEX 11 


Vostok 5 was piloted for 4 days 23 hr. 6 min. by Lieutenant Colonel Valery 
Fyodorovich Bykov/sky 28, of the Russian Air Force. His mission began on June 
14, 1963. Thirteen years later Bykovsky made his next flight on September 15. 
as commander of Soyuz 2. This lasted 7 days 21 hr. 54 min. His third flight 
followed on August 26. 1978 as commander of Soyuz 31, a mission that lasted 7 

days 20 hr. 49 min. 







